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SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 
 

As you know the HERTFORDSHIRE SWIMMING LEAGUE is an association of swimming clubs 
and the Gala Secretary nominated by the Host Club is appointed to take the full power as the 
Promoter for the gala. 
 
The Gala Secretary is responsible for the implementation of the safety rules and may 
appoint a Safety Officer to support them in this role at the Gala. 
The text following is extracted from the Swim England Handbook 2022 
 
204. Duties of the promoter 
The promoter of a competition shall have overall responsibility for the observance and 
enforcement of the safety requirements and their duties shall include but not be limited to 
the following. The promoter shall: 
204.1 agree with the owner/operator the areas for which the promoter, as hirer, is 
responsible; 
204.2 obtain a copy of the written Pool Safety Operating Procedures from the 
owner/operator and have it available for reference during the period of hire; 
204.3 make arrangements for the implementation of relevant sections of the written Pool 
Safety Operating Procedures (as required by the pool hire agreement) during the period of 
hire; 
204.4 brief the referee(s), prior to the competition on the relevant sections of the written 
Pool Safety Operating Procedures and the promoter’s conditions; 
204.5 appoint sufficient competent persons (each of whom shall be a member of an affiliated 
club) to organise and supervise warm-up and swim-down sessions during the period of hire 
and brief them on the safety aspects of their duties; 
204.6 ensure before a competition is permitted to start that first aid and safety equipment to 
be provided by the owner/operator is in place and ready and available for immediate use and 
that pool staff who are qualified to operate it are on duty; 
204.7 ensure that all stewards, lifeguards and other safety staff are in place before any 
participants are permitted on the poolside, and that adequate numbers are maintained 
throughout the period of hire; 
204.8 prevent a competition starting if any of the required facilities and arrangements are 
absent or deficient; 
204.9 be present throughout the period of hire of the pool for the competition or, for any 
period(s) in which they are not present, appoint a deputy to exercise the full powers of the 
promoter; 
204.10 ensure, before the start of each competitive session, that announcements concerning 
safety arrangements are made in accordance with the recommendations of Swim England 
and indicating where a copy of the written Pool Safety Operating Procedures can be seen.  
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